^hat is claimed is : 

1. An apparatus fdr engaging a wall panel with a 
structural member, comprising: 

an upper perimeter firaming member attached to an upper 
wall panel and / 

a lower perimeter framing member attached to a lower wall 
panel, the upper and lojrer perimeter framing members engaging 
one another at perimeuer edges of the upper and lower wall 
panels to define a rtfsJss relative to the upper and lower wall 
panels, wherein at leasti^one of the upper and lower perimeter 
framing members incluAe\ a plurality of drainage holes for the 
drainage of terrestrial fluids located inside of the at least 
one of the upper anp lower perimeter framing members and at 
least one of the upper and lower perimeter framing members 
includes an capillary break projecting into the recess and 
positioned betweeiJ the upper and lower wall panels and the 
plurality of draiiage holes, positioned on the same side of 
the recess as the Plurality of drainage holes, and spaced from 
the plurality of drainage holes to inhibit terrestrial fluids 
from entering thi plurality of drainage holes. 

2. The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein a first space 
between a free ^d of the capillary break and an opposing wall 
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of the recess has a first Ivertical cross-sectional area and a 
second space between opposing walls of the recess at a point 
between the capillary bteak and the plurality of drainage 
25 holes has a second vertical cross- sectional area and the 
second vertical cross sejctional area is at least about 125% of 
the first vertical cross sectional area. 

3 . The apparatu^ of Claim 1 , wherein a distance between 
the capillary break and a drainage hole is at least about o.25 

3 0 inches. 

4. The apparatiLS \>f Claim 1, wherein the centers of the 
plurality of drainage holes lie along a common axis. 

5. The apparat.us of Claim 1, wherein a surface of the 
capillary break adjacent to the plurality of drainage holes is 

35 concave. 

6. The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the plurality of 
drainage holes are Ispaced at regular intervals along the at 
least one of the upper and lower perimeter framing members . 

7. The appafratus of Claim 1, wherein the plurality of 
40 drainage holes ar^e located on the lower perimeter framing 

member and the fcapillary break is located on the upper 
perimeter framing member. 
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8. The apparatus of ftlaim 1; wherein the plurality of 
drainage holes are locatefl on a substantially horizontal 

45 surface. 

9. The apparatus o^ Claim 1, wherein the plurality of 
drainage holes are located on one of the upper and lower 
perimeter framing members and the capillary break is located 
on the other of one of /the upper and lower perimeter framing 

50 members. 

10. The apparatJis/of Claim 1, further comprising: 
an adjoining ^epimeter framing member attached to an 

adjoining wall panel /\ the adjoining perimeter framing member 
and adjoining wall pknel being located beside and adjacent to 

55 the upper perimeter framing member and upper wall panel, 
wherein a flexible iheet, that is substantially impervious to 
terrestrial fluids J overlaps both the upper perimeter framing 
member and the adjoining perimeter framing memt>er to inhibit 
the passage of te/restrial fluids between the adjoining and 

60 upper perimeter Qraming members. 

11. The apparatus of Claim 1, wherein the flexible sheet 
is composed of Silicone. 
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12 . An apparatus for engaging a wall panel with a 
structural member, comprisiing: 

an upper perimeter framing member attached to an upper 
wall panel and / 

a lower perimeter framing member attached to a lower wall 
panel, the upper and lowir perimeter framing members engaging 
one another at perimetet edges of the upper and lower wall 
panels to define a rec^^^feWelative to the upper and lower wall 
panels, wherein at least\)ne of the upper and lower perimeter 
framing members included a plurality of drainage holes for the 
drainage of terrestrial fluids located inside of the at least 
one of the upper and /lower perimeter framing members and at 
least one of the upner and lower perimeter framing members 
includes blocking means for impeding the entry of terrestrial 
fluids into the plurality of drainage holes, the blocking 
means being spaced /from the plurality of drainage holes . 
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13 . An apparatus f orf engaging a wall panel with a 

. J 

structural member, comprising: 

an upper perimeter framing member attached to an upper 
wall panel and 

85 a lower perimeter f riming member attached to a lower wall 

panel, the upper and lowfer perimeter framing members engaging 
one another at perimeter edges of the upper and lower wall 
panels to define a recefes relative to the upper and lower wall 
panels, wherein at le^j^tyone of the upper and lower perimeter 
90 framing members includete^ a plurality of drainage holes for the 
drainage of terrestri/al fluids located inside of the at least 
one of the upper and lower perimeter framing members and at 
least one of the ujpper and lower perimeter framing members 
includes an capilliry break projecting into the recess and 
95 positioned between! the upper and lower wall panels and the 
plurality of drainage holes, positioned on the same side of a 
horizontal line inlersecting a free end of the capillary break 
as the plurality/ of drainage holes, and spaced from the 
plurality of drainage holes to inhibit terrestrial fluids from 
100 entering the plurality of drainage holes. 
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